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Mission Statement
In the spirit of our ancestors and our Treaty, we endeavour to conduct ourselves in a manner that is consistent with
the Seven Grandfather Teachings given to us by the Creator. We envision a harmonious community that is built on
mutual respect that maintains a healthy balance through prosperity and well-being. Through these actions we intend to create a self-sustaining community that fulfills the emotional, physical, mental and spiritual well-being
of all members.
*** Nbwaakaawin-Wisdom *** Zaagidwin-Love *** Mnaadendmowin-Respect *** Aakdehewin-Bravery
*** Gwekwadziwin-Honesty *** Dbaadendizin-Humility *** Debwewin-Truth

Aanii/Boozhoo Elders, Youth & Citizens!
Aanii/Boozhoo/Greetings Elders, Youth and Citizens!
I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas holiday and
Happy New Year! As we walk into a new year and decade, I send everyone blessings of love, good health and
beautiful new beginnings.
December 2019 was a very busy month. From Christmas Gatherings to AFN meetings and the Western
Boundary Settlement made the month and the rest of
the year fly by! I’d like to acknowledge all the staff for
all the hard work and commitment throughout the year
and a chi-meegwetch to all the service providers who
worked hard through the holidays to ensure the safety
and protection of our community.
Updates from some of the meetings and events I
attended include the following:
The AFN Special Chiefs Assembly on December 3- 5,
2019 in Ottawa. I attended many sessions and discussions that included political strategies, implementing
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s calls to
action; Inherent and Treaty rights; equitable fiscal relations; governance; environment; climate change; economic and social development and safety and security
for Indigenous women and girls. These are ongoing
critical issues and I’ll continue to advocate and ensure
these issues move forward positively for our nation.
During the AFN sessions, I also had the opportunity to
attend a caucus session regarding the Anishinabek Nation Governance Agreement with a few of our council
members. The Governance Committee and our new
Governance & Communications Specialist, Amy Sayers,
will review this file and provide updates to the community moving forward.
One of the highlights of the week included our successful meeting with NDP leader, Jagmeet Singh and MP
Carol Huges where we addressed a number of concerns
specific to Garden River.
The Western Boundary Settlement Per Capita Distribution began the week of December 09, 2019 through to
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December 20th, 2019. Please submit your PCD form if
you have not already done so. Please note that Chief
and Council will review recommendations from our Finance department on the type of trusts (e.g. an individual trust account administered by INAC or a trust with a
financial institution) available to us for our youth under
18 years of age. More information about the trust will
be available shortly. I would like to acknowledge our
finance department who worked over and above with
limited capacity to ensure that all eligible citizens received the funds before Christmas. As for the remaining
funds of the Western Boundary Settlement, please stay
tuned for upcoming community engagement sessions
that will guide us in the direction of our next steps.
Your feedback is important as we make the best decision for our community and our future 7 generations.
I attended the North Shore Tribal Council (NSTC) AGM
on December 12th, 2019 in SSM. The NSTC has been
diligently working on a number of files to improve and
enhance programs within all the north shore First Nations.

Our ERCD department are diligently working with
Bimaadziwin on the Cannabis file to engage our community members on our needs, concerns, and perceptions regarding the potential access or prohibition and
sale of medical and recreational cannabis. Chief and
Council have maintained the decision to uphold the
moratorium on any cannabis activity until further notice.
We believe that community consultation with our citizens will be critical in determining our path forward.
The final report from Bimaadzwin will be ready at the
end of this month and will assist Council on direction
and next steps.
MTO- Highway 17B resurfacing project has now received approval! We are still in the process of negotiations and final details of the agreement however; it is
our hopes that the work will begin in the spring of
2020. Please watch for postings and notices.
A big shout out and Chi- Meegwetch to our Child and
Family Service department for organizing our successful
GRFN Christmas Parade...Continued on Page 3
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Get Connected to GRFN!!!

CHIEF AND COUNCIL
EMAIL ADDRESSES

GRFN WEBSITE: www.gardenriver.org
Chief Andy Rickard
arickard@gardenriver.org

FACEBOOK: Like us on
Facebook @GardenRiverFirstNation

Brandi Nolan

Chief & Council Meetings Now Live Streaming :

g_r_nish@yahoo.ca

https://vimeo.com/gardenriver/albums
Password: L1vegardenr1ver

Caroline Barry
carolinebarry51@hotmail.com
Chester Langille
chesterlangille@gmail.com
Chris Solomon
chrissolomon@gardenriver.org
Cindy Belleau-Jones
cincityssm@hotmail.com
Craig Sayers
csayers@gardenriver.org
Janine Zack
janinezack@gmail.com
Karen Bell
karenbell1458@gmail.com
Leslie Zack-Caraballo
zack-caraballo@hotmail.com
Morley Pine

Continued…
It was so beautiful and exciting to see so many floats, participants and families take part in the festivities. With the help and support of our departments, including many families, organizations and businesses within the community, we really showed our spirit. What is most important about these moments is that we leave an everlasting memory for our children and people as
it signifies the beauty of our community spirit but also celebrates everything
good about Garden River. Congratulations goes out to all the winners of the
float competition and I’m really looking forward to next year’s event including all those other ever lasting memories and imprints we hope to leave with
our children. I am feeling very thankful to be in this capacity as Chief as it not
only makes you appreciate our people, but it leaves you feeling incredibly
happy seeing so many families and little ones who came out to the event.
Once again, good job everyone and Meegwetch to all those who helped and
participated this year to help make this event a success.
Once again, I truly appreciate all your support, comments and feedback. I will
continue to visit our elders and citizens for feedback and knowledge. Wishing
all of you the best in the year 2020!
Upcoming meetings:
Anishinabek Nation Governance Meetings- January 14-16, 2020 Sault Ste.
Marie
Chief and Council Working Meeting: January 14, 2020 6 PM in Council Chambers
Chief and Council Working Meeting: January 28, 2020 at 6 PM in Council
Chambers

moepine585@gmail.com
Richard A. Pine
richardpine22@gmail.com
rpine@gardenriver.org
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The Red Tape Movement
Last evening Chief Rickard was invited to
attend Soo Pee Wee Hockey team’s
“Community First Flyers” red tape movement
event that brought teams together to stand
against racism. The Red Tape Movement is a
nation-wide movement that began after a
young first nation hockey player, Logan Prosper of Whycocomagh, NS, shared his experience of racism on the ice to the attention of
media. Logan had hoped it would be a learning experience for everyone, not just the
hockey community. This movement encourages hockey players to use red stick tape to
show their support for Logan and to end racism in the sport and society.
Chief Rickard stated “I have had my own
brushes with racism while growing up playing
hockey and it’s still alive and well in sports,
not just hockey. I commend the players who
eagerly wanted to tape their sticks with red
tape and the coaches, parents and the Soo
Pee Wee Hockey Association for backing them
up on this movement. We can create more
safe environments if we can come together
more like this as a community and educate
one another.”
Ted Nolan of Garden River reached out and
provided this message to the hockey players
“As a proud member of Garden River First Nation and a graduate of the Soo Recreational
Hockey Association, I would like to say there is
no place to disgrace any race. Its parents and
youth like yourselves who are the real game
changers. Be kind to one another, be proud of
who you are and have a great game tonight.”
#RedTapeMovement #teamlogan #standuptoracism #skatedo
nthate

Garden River Christmas Parade
“I could not be more proud of our community and staff who came together to host the Garden River Parade.
It was so beautiful and exciting to see so many floats, participants and families take part in this evenings festivities. Special thanks goes out to our Child & Family Services Department and the entire team who continued to organize and coordinate this years event. With the help and support of our departments, including
many families, organization’s and businesses within the community, we really showed our spirit. What is
most important about these moments is that we leave an everlasting memory for our children and people
as it signifies the beauty of our community spirit but also celebrates everything good about Garden River.
Congratulations goes out to all the winners of the float competition and I’m really looking forward to next
years event including all those other ever lasting memories and imprints we hope to leave with our people. I
am feeling very thankful to be in this capacity as Chief as it not only makes you appreciate our people, but it
leaves you feeling incredibly happy seeing so many families and children who came out to witness tonight’s
event � Once again, good job everyone and Meegwetch to all those who helped and participated this year
to help make this event a success.” Chief Andy Rickard
Congratulations to our float prize winners for GRFN departments!
#1 - Child & Family Services
#2- GR Food Bank
Congratulations to our float prize winners for GRFN Businesses/Community!
#1- Vallee Ground Works
#2- Country Style
#3- Nogdawindamin
Meegwetch to all our amazing floats!
GR Chief & Council; GR Finance & Admin; GR Child Care Centre; GR Education Unit; GR Fire Department; GR
Wellness Centre; GR Public Works; GR Aggregates; GR Bingo Hall; Copper tail Electric; Niigaaniin; APS/BFN
OPP/OPP; Darwin Belleau Contracting; Jordan’s Principal; the Lesage Family and Silver Creek Golf Course!
Also Chi-Meegwetch for the APS and Nogdawindamin for hosting another successful Breakfast with Santa ❤️
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Happy New Year! I hope your 2020 is off to a great start!
If travelling more is one of your new year resolutions don't forget about our partnership with Choice Hotels
which will not only save you money, but also help all of our Anishinabek communities and citizens in their time
of need.

All you have to do is follow the link below and input your travel information... it's that easy!
http://www.choicehotels.com/?clientid=00920890
We’ve also partnered with InnVest Hotels which manage hotels across Canada. Clicking on the following link
will take you to a page outlining all the available hotels.
http://www.an7gc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/INNVEST-Special-Rates.pdf
If travelling in the Sault Ste. Marie area we also have great partnerships with the Delta Waterfront Sault Ste.
Marie and the Quattro Hotel and Conference Centre.
To book at either of these hotels please contact the hotels directly at:
Quattro Hotel and Conference Centre Sault Ste. Marie
Hotel Front Desk: (705) 942-2500
* Ask for the "Union of Ontario Indians" rate or "AN7GC" rate.
Delta Waterfront Sault Ste. Marie
Hotel Front Desk: (705) 949-0611 or 1-888-713-8482
* Ask for the "Union of Ontario Indians" rate.
In North Bay our partner is the Holiday Inn Express & Suites
Hotel Front Desk: (705) 476-7700
* Ask for the "Union of Ontario Indians" rate or “First Nations” rate.
Please share with those who may be interested... the more we use these partners the more we all benefit!
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Education Unit
Newsletter Submissions:
If you would like to make a submission to the garden river newsletter please
contact Jasmine at jbinkley@gardenriver.ca or 705-946-3933 ext. 210

Garden River Education Unit
Telephone Extension List
705-946-3933
Fax: 705-946-0413
Dianne Roach,
Education Manager

203

Education Receptionist/
Resource Centre Coordinator

210

Jessica Grawbarger
Finance Clerk

219

Stephanie Jones
Administrative Support Worker

208

Sherri Kitts,
Education Support Services
Coordinator

217

Anne Marie Jones,
Post-Secondary Counselor

202

Deanna Jones
Elementary Liaison Worker

201

Christopher Solomon Jr,
Secondary Liaison Worker

209

Natalie Barry,
AIM Teacher/Coordinator

206

Trixie Jones
AIM Administrative Assistant

205

Joanne Thiessen,
AIM Co-op Teacher

211

Bonnie Pregent
AIM Teacher

231

2020 Newsletter
Submission Deadlines
January

December 16, 2019

February

January 24, 2020

March

February 21, 2020

April

March 20, 2020

May

April 24, 2020

June

May 22, 2020

July

June 26, 2020

August

July 24, 2020

September

August 25, 2020

October

September 25, 2020

November

October 23, 2020

December

November 25, 2020
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Wellness News
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APS Garden River Detachment is looking for assistance in locating a TeePee that was borrowed from
Ojibway Park and used during this year’s Pow
Wow.
The TeePee was taken down Sunday, August 18th
around 7 pm and left at the Garden River Ballpark
that night. The following morning (August 19th),
the TeePee was gone however the poles and stakes
were left behind.
The APS Garden River Detachment is seeking the
public’s help in locating the TeePee in hopes that
someone is holding it for safekeeping before a full
criminal investigation is begun.
If you have any information as to the whereabouts
of the TeePee or you are holding it and would like
to return it, please contact the Garden River Detachment at (705) 946-4196
Meegwetch!
Acting Sgt. Chris Thibodeau #307
Garden River Detachment
(705) 946-4196 ext. 223
Cell: (705) 971-6686
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Miijim Gaamig Food Bank
Please note:
Food Bank access
is
limited to one visit
per month.
Thank you!!

Regular Hours
Monday 9.00 to 4.00,
Wednesday 9.00 to 4.00,

New List of Extensions for Child and Family Services:
Child and Family Services

Email Addresses

Luanne Povey

Office Number
705-450-5071
Ext. 210

Teddi-Joy Allinson

Ext 217

tallinson@grcfs.ca

Michelle Aubrey

Ext 203

maubrey@grcfs.ca

Paige Boissoneau

Ext 201

pboissoneau@grcfs.ca

Belinda Camara

Ext 202

bcamara@grcfs.ca

Colleen Crowley

946-4006 Ext 3

ccrowley@grfnrec.com

Jo-Ann Grawbarger

Ext 212

jgrawbarger@grcfs.ca

Melissa Grawbarger

Ext 205

mgrawbarger@grcfs.ca

Kim Mianskum

Ext 204

kmianskum@grcfs.ca

Kelly Musgrove

Ext 206

kmusgrove@grcfs.ca

Marie T. Pine

Ext 214

mtpine@grcfs.ca

Christelle Tegosh

Ext 207

ctegosh@grcfs.ca

Jordan Thibault

Ext 209

jthibault@grcfs.ca

Janice Thibodeau

Ext 208

jthibodeau@grcfs.ca

Alicia Tousignant

Ext 218

atousignant@grcfs.ca

Jessica Whitley

Ext 216

jwhitley@grcfs.ca

lpovey@grcfs.ca

Garden River Child and
Family Services
7A Shingwauk St

Karen Boissoneau

**Youth Leadership Programs must pre-register
with Colleen**
**All programs may offer
snacks, refreshments and
door prizes**
**Transportation available
– please call program
staff**
**Childcare offered on
occasion – must preregister**

Page 32

Regular Hours
Algoma Tree Services

705-542-8836

APS

705-946-2539

APS (Garden Detachment)

705-946-4196

ASSETS / AITC

705-256-5413

Band Office

705-946-6300

Big Arrow Variety & Gas Bar

705-942-2071

Boissoneau Bus Lines

705-946-0992

Buzzno Metal Works

705-575-4904

Community Centre

705-946-2614

Coppertail Electric

705-946-5305

Dan Pine Healing Lodge

705-248-2231

DarMax Service

705-575-3356

Darwin Belleau Contacting

705-254-8676

Dog Catcher

705-971-0611

Education Centre

705-946-3933

Family Tree—Native Crafts

705-949-6777

G.R. Bingo Hall

705-253-8718

G.R. Child Care Centre

705-256-5400

G.R. Fire Dept.

705-253-1870

Andy Rickard

arickard@gardenriver.org

G.R. Public Works

705-946-6300 x.222

Caroline Barry

carolinebarry51@hotmail.com

G.R. Community Trust

705-206-7525

Chester Langille

chesterlangille@gmail.com

Hidden Hills Horse Ranch

705-943-5836

Chris Solomon

chrissolomon@gardenriver.org

Medical Bus

705-946-5710

Cindy Belleau-Jones

cincityssm@hotmail.com

Quick Stop

705-942-0616

Craig Sayers

csayers@gardenriver.org

Recreation Centre

705-946-4006

Janine Zack

janinezack@gmail.com

Rick’s Tree Service

705-946-4265

Karen Bell

karenbell1458@gmail.com

Silver Creek Golf Course

705-942-2080

Leslie Zack-Caraballo

zack-caraballo@hotmail.com

Smoke Signals

705-946-1523

Morley Pine

moepine585@gmail.com

The Massage Gallery

705-971-5155

Richard A. Pine

richardpine22@gmail.com

Wellness Centre

705-946-5710

Monday—Friday: 8:30 AM -4:30 PM
Closed for lunch 12:00PM-1:00PM

Garden River First Nation
Mission Statement
In the spirit of our ancestors and our Treaty, we endeavour
to conduct ourselves in a manner that is consistent with the
Seven Grandfather Teachings given to us by the Creator. We envision a
harmonious community that is built on mutual respect that maintains a
healthy balance through prosperity and well-being. Through these
actions we intend to create a self-sustaining community that fulfills the
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual well-being of all members.
N’bwaakaawin—Wisdom

Zaagidwin—Love

Mnaadendmowin—Respect

Aakdehewin– Bravery

Gwekwadziwin—Honesty

Dbaadendizin—Humility

Debwewin—Truth

Chief & Council

E-Mail Address

rpine@gardenriver.org

Garden River First Nation Community Newsletter Contact Information
Resource Centre Worker
Garden River Education/ Recreation Centre
48 Syrette Lake Road
Garden River, ON P6A 7A1

Phone: 705-946-3933 ext. 210
Fax: 705-946-0413
Email:
Website: http://www.gardenriver.org/
newsletter.php

