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I went to the Mission for one school year in 
1973/1974. I had just turned 6 years old. I 
lived with my grandmother on the Dog 
Creek reserve. We never had very much 
money, but somehow my granny managed 
to buy me a new outfit to go to the Mission 
school. I remember going to Robinson’s 
store and picking out a shiny orange shirt. It 
had string laced up in front, and was so 
bright and exciting – just like I felt to be go-
ing to school! 
 
When I got to the Mission, they stripped 
me, and took away my clothes, including 
the orange shirt! I never wore it again. I did-
n’t understand why they wouldn’t give it 
back to me, it was mine! The color orange 
has always reminded me of that and how 
my feelings didn’t matter, how no one cared 
and how I felt like I was worth nothing. All 
of us little children were crying and no one 
cared. 
 
I was 13.8 years old and in grade 8 when 
my son Jeremy was born. Because my 
grandmother and mother both attended resi-
dential school for 10 years each, I never 
knew what a parent was supposed to be like. 
With the help of my aunt, Agness Jack, I 
was able to raise my son and have him 
know me as his mother. 
 
I went to a treatment centre for healing 
when I was 27 and have been on this heal-
ing journey since then. I finally get it, that 
the feeling of worthlessness and insignifi-
cance, ingrained in me from my first day at 
the mission, affected the way I lived my life 
for many years. Even now, when I know 
nothing could be further than the truth, I 
still sometimes feel that I don’t matter. Even 

with all the work I’ve done! 
 
I am honored to be able to tell my story so 
that others may benefit and understand, and 
maybe other survivors will feel comfortable 
enough to share their stories.  

(Article cited from orangeshirtday.org)  

 

To learn more about orange shirt day or 
how you can participate visit: 

 

www.orangeshirtday.org 

 

 

Phyllis’ Story: The Original Orange Shirt 
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CHIEF AND COUNCIL  
EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Chief Paul Syrette 

psyrette@gardenriver.org 

Karen Bell 

karenbell1458@gmail.com 

Chris Solomon, Sr 

chrissolomon@gardenriver.org 

Caroline Barry 

carolinebarry51@hotmail.com 

Andy Rickard 

andyrickard@hotmail.com 

Darwin Belleau 

darwinbelleau@shaw.ca 

Leslie Zack-Caraballo 

zack-caraballo@hotmail.com 

Susan Bell-Chiblow 

sbell-chiblow@gardenriver.org 

Darryl Williams-Jones 

dwilliams@gardenriver.org 

Morley Pine 

moepine585@gmail.com 

Craig Joseph Sayers 

csayers1972@hotmail.com 

Deb Pine 

debpine1976@gmail.com 

Pamela Perreault 

pamela.grfn@gmail.com 

Get Connected to GRFN!!!   
 

GRFN WEBSITE: www.gardenriver.org  
 

FACEBOOK: Like us on 
 Facebook @GardenRiverFirstNation 

 
C&C Meeting Videos Location: 

https://vimeo.com/gardenriver/albums 
Password: L1vegardenr1ver 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

 Monthly Meeting: September 3, 2019 at 6:00 PM, Com-
munity Centre 

 Chief and Council Working Meeting: September 11, 2019 
at 6:00PM, Council Chambers 

 Elections: September 19, 2019 
 

 

APS Garden River Detachment is looking for 
assistance in locating a TeePee that was bor-
rowed from Ojibway Park and used during this 
year’s Pow Wow. 
 
The TeePee was taken down Sunday, August 
18th around 7 pm and left at the Garden River 
Ballpark that night.  The following morning 
(August 19th), the TeePee was gone however 
the poles and stakes were left behind. 
 
The APS Garden River Detachment is seeking 

the public’s help in locating the TeePee in hopes that someone is holding it for 
safekeeping before a full criminal investigation is begun. 
 
If you have any information as to the whereabouts of the TeePee or you are 
holding it and would like to return it, please contact the Garden River Detach-
ment at (705) 946-4196 
 
Meegwetch! 
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Education Unit 

Garden River Education Unit  
Telephone Extension List 

705-946-3933 
Fax: 705-946-0413 

Dianne Roach, 
Education Manager 

203 

Education Receptionist/ 
Resource Centre Coordinator 

210 

Jessica Grawbarger 
Finance Clerk 

219 

Stephanie Jones 
Administrative Support Worker 

208 

Sherri Kitts,  
Education Support Services  
Coordinator 

217 

Anne Marie Jones,  
Post-Secondary Counselor 

202 

Deanna Jones 
Elementary Liaison Worker 

201 

Christopher Solomon Jr, 
Secondary Liaison Worker 

209 

Natalie Barry,   
AIM Teacher/Coordinator 

206 

Trixie Jones 
AIM Administrative Assistant 

205 

Joanne Thiessen, 
AIM Co-op Teacher 

211 

Bonnie Pregent 
AIM Teacher  

231 

2019 Newsletter  
Submission Deadlines 

February  January 18, 2019 

March February 15, 2019 

April March 15, 2019 

May April 19, 2019 

June May 17, 2019 

July June 21, 2019 

August July 19, 2019 

September August 23, 2019 

October September 20, 2019 

November October 18, 2019 

December November 15, 2019 

January December 16, 2019 

Adults in Motion 
“Back to School” September In-
centive 
“$50.00 Gift Card” 
 
For Students who: 
 
●       Register at AIM before or on September 30, 2019 
 
●       Must attend class at least 3x before or on October         
 18, 2019 or; 
 
●       Complete and submit at least 1 unit before or on   

October 18, 2019; 
 
●       Incentives will be issued on Tues. Oct. 22, 2019 
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APS Garden River Detachment is looking for assis-
tance in locating a TeePee that was borrowed from 
Ojibway Park and used during this year’s Pow 
Wow. 
 
The TeePee was taken down Sunday, August 18th 
around 7 pm and left at the Garden River Ballpark 
that night.  The following morning (August 19th), 
the TeePee was gone however the poles and stakes 
were left behind. 
 
The APS Garden River Detachment is seeking the 
public’s help in locating the TeePee in hopes that 
someone is holding it for safekeeping before a full 
criminal investigation is begun. 
 
If you have any information as to the whereabouts 
of the TeePee or you are holding it and would like 
to return it, please contact the Garden River De-
tachment at (705) 946-4196 
 
Meegwetch! 
 
Acting Sgt. Chris Thibodeau #307 
Garden River Detachment 
(705) 946-4196 ext. 223 
Cell: (705) 971-6686 
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Wellness News 
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Please note: 
Food Bank access is  

limited to one visit per month.  
Thank you!! 

 

Regular Hours 
 

Monday  9.00 to 4.00,   
Wednesday 9.00 to 4.00,  

Friday 9.00 to 4.00.   
Closed for lunch from 12.00 to 1.00  

Miijim Gaamig Food Bank 

New List  of Extensions for Child and Family Services: 

Garden River Child and 
Family Services 

7A Shingwauk St 

**Youth Leadership Pro-
grams must pre-register 

with Colleen** 

 
**All programs may offer 

snacks, refreshments and 
door prizes** 

 
**Transportation available 

– please call program 
staff** 

 
**Childcare offered on 

occasion – must pre-

register** 

Child and Family Services Office Number 
705-450-5071 

Email Addresses 

Luanne Povey Ext. 210 lpovey@grcfs.ca 

Teddi-Joy Allinson Ext 217 tallinson@grcfs.ca 

Michelle Aubrey Ext 203 maubrey@grcfs.ca 

Karen Boissoneau     

Paige Boissoneau Ext 201 pboissoneau@grcfs.ca 

Belinda Camara Ext 202 bcamara@grcfs.ca 

Colleen Crowley 946-4006 Ext 3 ccrowley@grfnrec.com 

Jo-Ann Grawbarger Ext 212 jgrawbarger@grcfs.ca 

Melissa Grawbarger Ext 205 mgrawbarger@grcfs.ca 

Kim Mianskum Ext 204 kmianskum@grcfs.ca 

Kelly Musgrove Ext 206 kmusgrove@grcfs.ca 

Marie T. Pine Ext 214 mtpine@grcfs.ca 

Christelle Tegosh Ext 207 ctegosh@grcfs.ca 

Jordan Thibault Ext 209 jthibault@grcfs.ca 

Janice Thibodeau Ext 208 jthibodeau@grcfs.ca 

Alicia Tousignant Ext 218 atousignant@grcfs.ca 

Jessica Whitley Ext 216 jwhitley@grcfs.ca 







 

 
Resource Centre Worker 
Garden River Education/ Recreation Centre 
48 Syrette Lake Road 
Garden River, ON P6A 7A1 

 
 

Algoma Tree Services 705-542-8836 

APS 705-946-2539 

APS (Garden Detachment) 705-946-4196 

ASSETS / AITC 705-256-5413 

Band Office 705-946-6300 

Big Arrow Variety & Gas Bar 705-942-2071 

Boissoneau Bus Lines 705-946-0992 

Buzzno Metal Works 705-575-4904 

Community Centre 705-946-2614 

Coppertail Electric 705-946-5305 

Dan Pine Healing Lodge 705-248-2231 

DarMax Service 705-575-3356 

Darwin Belleau Contacting 705-254-8676 

Dog Catcher 705-971-0611 

Education Centre 705-946-3933 

Family Tree—Native Crafts 705-949-6777 

G.R. Bingo Hall 705-253-8718 

G.R. Child Care Centre 705-256-5400 

G.R. Fire Dept. 705-253-1870 

G.R. Public Works 705-946-6300 x.222 

G.R. Community Trust 705-206-7525 

Hidden Hills Horse Ranch 705-943-5836 

Medical Bus 705-946-5710 

Quick Stop 705-942-0616 

Recreation Centre 705-946-4006 

Rick’s Tree Service 705-946-4265 

Silver Creek Golf Course 705-942-2080 

Smoke Signals 705-946-1523 

The Massage Gallery 705-971-5155 

Wellness Centre 705-946-5710 

Garden River First Nation  
Mission Statement 

 
In the spirit of our ancestors and our Treaty, we endeavour 
to conduct ourselves in a manner that is consistent with the 

Seven Grandfather Teachings given to us by the Creator.  We envision a             
harmonious community that is built on mutual respect that maintains a 
healthy balance through prosperity and well-being.  Through these      
actions we intend to create a self-sustaining community that fulfills the 
emotional, physical, mental and  spiritual well-being of all members.  

 

Garden River First Nation Community Newsletter Contact Information 
Phone: 705-946-3933 ext. 210 
Fax: 705-946-0413 
Email:  
Website: http://www.gardenriver.org/
newsletter.php 

N’bwaakaawin—Wisdom Zaagidwin—Love 

Mnaadendmowin—Respect Aakdehewin– Bravery 

Gwekwadziwin—Honesty Dbaadendizin—Humility 

Debwewin—Truth  

Councillor Portfolio—full list on www.gardenriver.org 

Karen Bell Golf Course, Niigaaniin, Public Works 

Chris Solomon, Sr Bingo Hall, Finance/Administration, Public Works, Recreation 

Caroline Barry Governance, Health & Social Services,  

Andy Rickard Governance, Healthy & Social Services, Recreation 

Darwin Belleau Elders & Youth, ERCD, Health & Social Services 

Leslie Zack Caraballo Bingo Hall, Education, Finance & Admin 

Susan Bell-Chiblow Education, ERCD, Governance,  

Darryl Williams Jones Elders & Youth, Golf Course, Recreation 

Morley Pine Bingo Hall, Elders & Youth, Public Works 

Craig Sayers Child Care, Elders & Youth, Golf Course, Niigaaniin 

Deb Pine Child Care, Finance & Admin, Niigaaniin 

Pamela Perrault Child Care, Education, ERCD 

Regular Hours 
 

Monday—Friday: 8:30 AM -4:30 PM 
Closed for lunch 12:00PM-1:00PM 

 


